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BACKGROUND

So called Honour based violence & abuse

(HBVA)is acollection of practices used to

controlbehaviour within fam ilies in order to

protect perceived culturaland religious
beliefs and/or honour. Violence can occur
w hen

perpetrators perceive thata relative

has shamed the family and/orcommunity

by breaking their honour code.

Girls and women are mostoften
the victim s of honour based
abuse, however
itcan also affect

boys and men.

HBVA

may be com m itted

Crim es com m itted

against people who:

name of ‘honour’

volved with a partner

A A sexualor
nt culture or religion;

arranged m arriage;

a forced m arriage; or Kidnapping, folse

to ask for

include:
psychological abuse,
dom estic abuse, child
im prisonm e

fem ale genital mutilation, thr

circulating photographs w ithin

7-MINUTE BRIEFING

W HY IT M ATTERS

M ore than 11,000 cases of

‘honour’crime were recorded
by UK Police forces

from 2010-14.

Hom e O ffice figures suggest
that there are approxim ately
tw elve ‘honour killings’ in the
UK peryear. This does not take
into accountthe many women
and young girls who are taken
ilies and

abroad by their fam

never seen again.

The many hidden elem ents of

‘honour abuse’ include suicide,

self-harm and missing people.

INFORM ATION

Although m ost cases in the UK involve

South Asian fam ilies (reflecting our large

South Asian com munity), ‘honour’

abuse can existin any culture where
m ales are in a position to control
women’s conduct. Exam ples include:

Turkish; Kurdish; Afghani; South Asian;

A frican; M iddle Eastern; South and

Eastern European; Romany and

the Traveller com m unities.

Honour abuse is rejected

by every m ajor
abuse, rape, world faith.
nt,

eats to kill,

. . - f d i 0 h icide.
ight not be considered traditional. orce W arriage, o omicide
. M any of these crim es are extrem ely well-organised by
im portant to carry out a
ability amd potencialeb the m ore than one individual. Fam ilies that are widely
spread across the country m a m ake certain areas
locate and harm the victim 2 v v
unsafe for people atrisk of HBVA . Families may deploy
‘s i P erean ko establish e their netw orks to locate an individual, e.g. by

a taxiservice; or asking

a relative w ith access to officialrecords to gain

confidential inform ation.

help a second tim e.

inform ation can be found on

our website manchestersafeguardingboards.co

Luk

atmanchestersafeguardingboards@ m anchester.gov.uk
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