
 

Art vocabulary progression at Oswald Road 
 EYFS Years 1 and 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6 

Drawing Line, thick, thin, wavy, 
straight, pencil, finger, stick, 
chalk, felt tip, crayon, 
colours, sketchbook 

thick, thin, soft, broad, 
narrow, fine, pattern, line, 
bold, wavy, straight, shapes, 
detail, still life, smooth, 
rough, wrinkly, bumpy, 
colours, pattern, light, dark, 
pale, deep, bright, portrait, 
self-portrait, app 

charcoal, pastels, pens. 
grades, form, shapes, tone 
pattern, texture, proportion, 
emotion, expression 
weight, marks, improve 

observation, photographs, 
visual images, wet media, 
tonal contrast, mixed media, 
shading, hatching, blending, 
perspective, composition, 
focal point, horizon, scale, 
foreground, middle ground, 
background, viewpoint, 
bird’s eye view, interior, 
exterior, natural form, 
image, subject, personality 
action, balance, movement,  

Painting Names for mark making 
tools, sponges, line, colours,  
shapes, size, smooth, shiny, 
rough, prickly, flat, 
patterned, jagged, bumpy, 
soft, hard, wet, dry, mix,  

Primary colour, light, dark, 
thick, thin, tone, warm, cool, 
shade (e.g. different shades 
of red, green, blue, yellow), 
secondary colour, colour 
wash, brush size and types, 
mixing, blending, layering  

mixed colours, mix, tint, 
shades, experiment, effects, 
texture, wash, layering, 
bold, delicate, detailed, 
colour descriptors e.g. 
scarlet, crimson, emerald, 
eau de nil, turquoise, 
watery, intense, strong, 
opaque, 
 background, foreground,  
rural, urban, cityscape, 
seascape, representational, 
imaginary, abstract,  
horizon. 

traditional, 
representational, imaginary, 
modern, abstract, 
impressionist, stippled, 
splattered, dabbed, scraped, 
dotted, stroked, textured, 
flat, contemporary, layered, 
opaque, translucent, intense 
composition, arrangement, 
complementary, analogous, 
tonal shading 
 

Printing Experiment, print, squash, 
press, texture, smooth, 

Print, rubbing, smudge, 
image, reverse, surface, 

Impression, relief, repeating 
pattern. monoprint, 

Printing plate, inking up, 
water-based, oil-based, 



 
shiny, rough, flat, bumpy, 
soft and hard 

pressure, decoration, fabric, 
repeat, sponge, roller, 
stencil, printing block, 
repeating pattern, motif, 
rubbing  

background, stencil, block, 
rotate 
 

overlap, relief, engraving, 
indentation, pressure, 
Victorian, rotation, 
reflection, symmetrical, 
repetition 
 
 

Collage and textiles glue, sticking, paper, fabric, 
card, natural materials, 
threading, join, decorate, 
texture, smooth, shiny, 
rough, prickly, flat, 
patterned, cut 

fabric, colour, pattern, 
shape, texture, glue, stick, 
scissors, sew, needle, felt, 
hessian, scraps, wool, yarn, 
thread, net, fur, weave 
mixed media, collage, 
appliqué, layers, combine, 
beads, buttons, feathers, 
crepe paper, tissue paper, 
news paper, magazines, 
textures, fold, crumple, tear, 
overlap  

knotting, fraying, fringing, 
pulling threads, twisting, 
platting, tearing, 
overlapping, layering, 
collage, printing, dyeing, 
weaving, stitching, textural 
effects, cutting, joining, 
natural, synthetic, resist, 
stitching, threading, 
embroidery, cross stitch, 
running stitch, stamp, 
emblem, motif, 
ornamentation 

cloth, fray, embellish, 
manipulate, embroider, 
warp, weft, soft sculpture. 
batik, accentuate, enhance, 
practicality, aesthetic 
 
 
 
 

Sculpture  
 
 

plasticine, dough, model, 
cutter, junk model, glue, 
tape, rolling pin, texture, 
smooth, shiny, rough, 
prickly, flat, patterned, 
jagged, bumpy, build, 
construction, join,  

clay, model, cut, stick, fold, 
bend, attach, assemble, 
statue, stone, shell, wood, 
metal, sculpture, structure, 
construct, curve, form,  
impress, texture, materials,  
manipulate, malleable, 
natural, rolling, kneading,  
joining, 3D, dimensional 

clay slabs, coils, decoration, 
form, tiles, brick, slate, 
wood, stone, metal, bronze, 
iron, proportion, decoration, 
ornate, symbolic 

realistic, proportion, , 
balance, scale, composition, 
structure, flexible, pliable, 
hollow, solid, surface, plane, 
angle,  attachment, relief, 
pose, position, gesture, 
repetition, intricate 

 


