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At Oswald Road Primary School, we have developed a consistent 

approach to the teaching of written calculation methods. This will 
establish continuity and progression throughout the school.  
 

It is important children become confident mathematicians using mental 
and written strategies to explain their thinking and solve problems. The 

aim at Oswald Road is that children become fluent in the fundamentals, 
reason mathematically to follow an enquiry and can solve problems by 
applying their mathematics. Children will be encouraged to use mental 

methods when appropriate, but for calculations that they cannot do in 
their heads they use an efficient written method accurately. It is 

essential that these skills must be based on a solid understanding of 
place value in number.  

To ensure children are challenged and progress appropriately in their 
learning, there are not age limits for each stage; it is vital that teachers 
progress children, as soon as they are confident and ready for the next 

stage. This may mean that groups of children progress, even if the rest 
of the class is not ready to do so. This may even be within the same 

lesson.  
 
Children must use and apply what they have learnt to solve a wide 

variety of mathematical puzzles and problems. Teachers will extend 

children within each method by using larger, more complex numbers 

and also through the use of decimals. 
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